[Carbamazepine-induced systemic lupus erythematosus--a case report].
Epileptic seizures may be an early symptom of systemic lupus erythematosus, while at the same time some of the epileptic drugs, namely carbamazepine (CBZ), phenytoin (PHT), valproic acid (VPA), ethosuximide (ETM), primidone (PRM), lamotrigine (LTG), zonisamide (ZNS) can cause lupus. A separate clinical problem is the fact that few cases of systemic lupus have as yet been identified by giving antiepileptic drug. We present the case of a 30-year-old woman with frequent simple partial seizures and few secondarily generalized seizures since the age of 18. She was treated with VPA for three years. Then, because of side effects the drug had to be withdrawn and was replaced by CBZ. After eight months duration of the treatment with CBZ, the dose was increased because a secondarily generalized seizure occurred again. After another two months, painful swelling of all joints and leucopenia were observed. During additional studies, LE cells and high titer of ANA antibodies were found. Systemic lupus erythematosus was diagnosed and prednisone therapy was introduced. In spite of the withdrawal of CBZ, the increased titer of ANA antibodies persisted for several years and skin and muscle biopsy performed five years from the onset of clinical symptoms disclosed inflammatory infiltration and presence of IgG and IgM deposits in skin and vessel walls. Control serological examinations, skin and muscle biopsy carried out after eight years of observation and lack of clinical manifestations permitted to exclude a connective tissue disease in our patient.